NEUROIMAGING IN HEADACHE

Headache as a single clinical manifestation of a colloid cyst

in the third ventricle

Cefaleia como manifestacdo clinica Unica de um cisto coloide do terceiro ventriculo
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INTRODUCTION

The colloid cyst of the third ventricle is a rare tumor. lis
estimated incidence is 3 cases per million inhabitants per
year.() With the more frequent use of neuroimaging, many
of the colloid cysts of the third ventricle are incidental findings,
so they are asymptomatic lesions. )

In a large series of 163 cases, only 40% of the
individuals with colloid cyst of the third ventricle were
symptomatic.

CASE REPORT

In this article, the authors wish 1o show the images
(Figure 1) obtained by MR of a 32-year-old woman
complaining of one week of a history of severe, pulsdtile,
holocranial and continuous headache, partially alleviated

with analgesics. There was a progressive increase in pain
intensity until a week later when she had a very severe
headache, referred to as the worst she experienced in her
life, associated with visual impairment, nausea, photo- and
phonophobia. Vomiting was not present and she had no
previous history of primary headache.

This type of headache associated with colloid cyst of the
third ventricle should be valued because the cyst may obstruct
the foramen of Monro, causing obstruction inthe CSF passage,
leading fo acute hydrocephalus and sudden death. ()
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Figure 1. Images obtained by magnetic resonance of the encephalon in the transverse, sagittal and

coronal sections.
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